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Statistic from Final Profiling 2009

This year 165 schools participated in final profi-
ling involving 2,717 third year students. 70% were
profiled on-line and 30% of coordinators sent
in cards. We received excellent feedback on the
on-line profiling process which worked very well
indeed. We would welcome your comments and
any labour saving ideas you may have as we are
always looking for ways to reduce the time spent
on the administration of final profiling.

Top Ten Subject Statements

Statement Number | Title Number
profiled

1 English1 Personal Expression 2443
2  English2 Experience of Literature and Media 2305
3 English5 Novel/Short Story 2243
4 English 8 Letters 2190
5 English6 Poetry 2180
6  Maths1 Use of Number 2159
7  English3 Creative Writing 2077
8  English4 Experience of Literature 2024
9  English7 Play/Film 1982
10 Maths 2 Sets, Relations and Charts 1971

English continues to top the table of most used statements with English
1: Personal Expression being awarded to 90% of students.The most popular

maths statement Maths 1: Use of Number was taken by 79% of students. We
are delighted to see the wide cross-section of subject teachers involved in
profiling and using the statements.This year 3 science statements made it
to the Top 15 list of subject statements: Science 1- The Non-Living Environ-
ment, Science 3 - The Human Body and Science 2- The Living Environment.

Among the cross-curricular statements Personal Management state-
ments 1-5 continue to be popular, 67% of students were awarded the
Punctuality statement. Literacy, CSPE and the Field Trip also featured
among the Top 10.

~coge lTe | Number pofied
1

Top Ten Cross Curricular Statements | Punctuality 1812
2 cc2 Attendance 1592
3 ca Working with Others 1536
We would like to thankall the co-ordinatorsfor ~ , ¢, il e 1462
their patience and co-operation and to con- 5 ccs Homework 1793
gratulate our students on their Junior Certifi- 6  CC53 Word Millionaire 1046
cate results. 7 CC50 Make a Book 874
8 cc7 Action Project 819
9 cc8 Action Project Report 696
Subject Statement Reviews P Field Trip 639

Please note that following reviews and consultation a small number
of Statements have been reviewed and changes made accordingly.
These have been issued to all co-ordinators. As always we welcome any
comments or suggestions that teachers have in relation to statement
development.
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Initiatives 2008-2009

We would like to take this opportunity to say thank you to one and all for
the wonderful evaluations that were returned to the JCSP Office during the
summer. If for some reason you have not yet managed to complete your
Evaluations please do so immediately. There continues to be a very wide range
of initiatives on offer. We wish you all every continued success with this year’s
initiatives and we look forward to hearing about how they are progressing
during our school visits. We have outlined how a few schools undertook some

of the initiatives in the last year.
A Saw Doctor visits McHale College, Tuam.

Leo Moran of the ‘Saw Doctors’ with First Year students in Mc Hale College,

Tuam

On Thursday 30th April, Leo Moran of the Saw Doctors visited McHale
College, Tuam and spent two hours with the First Years JCSP students.
He performed for the students from the repertoire of Saw Doctors’ hits.
He spoke to the students, answered their questions, listened to them
performing and composed a number with them there and then on
the day.

Music has a very high profile in McHale College Tuam. The First Year
JCSP students are currently participating in an initiative to engage in the
process of music making. By adopting a cross-curricular approach
involving English, Art and Music the focus of the initiative is to develop the
listening, writing and creative skills of the students. Access to appropriate
music and recording websites is being facilitated through the use of ICT.
The communication and media skills of the students are being developed
and the aim is to have a recording made of their
own performance some time in the next year.

Edel Burke, the Music teacher, is the driving
force behind the initiative and already she has
generated enthusiasm in the students for music
in general and the confidence to participate and
indeed to perform.

Leo Moran activated some of that enthusiasm
and confidence the day he visited the school.
Not only had he the students with him “on the
N17” and “dancing with Céili, Céili Band” but
the students themselves, with Martin Ward as a
very able MC, had Leo with them in the “C'mon
Everybody Rap” that they are working on
in class.

Initiatives

Leo Moran, Saw Doctors and Edel Burke, Music Teacher
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Library Activities

Writers Master Classes

The second annual JCSP Library Project/Poetry Ireland Writers Master Classes

took place in the Curriculum Development Unit in Crumlin on April 30th last.

Over 80 JCSP students from 18 JCSP
Library Project schools throughout the
country, together with their librarians and
teachers came together on the day to work
with some of the country’s top writers,

storytellers, poets and dramatists.

The students worked in mixed groups with students from other schools
and each group got to work with 2 different writers over the course of
the day.

This years Master Classes were faci-
litated by: Siobhan Parkinson, Larry

i Iy

U

O’Loughlin, Neville Thompson, Liz Weir,

John W. Sexton, Terry Mc Donagh and
Tony Curtis.

Students from Galway
Community College

Some comments from participating
students:

“It was a very good day to work with a load of famous authors

“John Sexton told us how to plan out our story with story
squares and he made up a story. Liz Weir told us horror stories

I made up my own horror story and she was very helpful”

“Neville Thompson was deadly. The things we wrote about!!
We got our photo taken with him too”

“I'd love to be a writer.....I could make stories all day”

Students from Abbey Community College

”

- -

From left to right: John W Sexton, Liz Weir,
Larry O’'Loughlin, Terry Mc Donagh, Neville
Thomas, and Tony Curtis
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Well | promised to keep the JCSP newsletter readership posted, so here
goes. As each day goes by I'm feeling less and less like the new kid and
increasingly like I'm becoming part of the furniture around here. This is
in no small part due to the welcome I've had from the staff and the ease
with which the students have accepted me. Let me just state, after seven
months here, | find myself in the very happy position of having joined
another GREAT school. It doesn't take long to see that the ethos of this
school is to take a holistic approach to the care and teaching of students. It
is my hope that the library will offer a range of strategies and opportunities
to underpin that ethos.

Students in Beaufort have been busy borrowing books since the Easter
holidays.They are enthusiastic and excited about having a library and they
love the changes to the room.They've been really involved in setting up
and helping me with all the various and seemingly endless jobs that need
to be done. The Parent’s Council donated a fish tank. (Unfortunately the
death count has risen now to 3!) We've had a significant number of parents
visiting the library and their response has been wholly positive.

The teachers and special needs assistants here have given me invaluable

practical help as well as borrowing items themselves on a regular basis.

We've had great interest and support from Meath VEC and from Meath
County Library in the form of IT support, visits, hosting events and looking
for ways to share information and collaborate.
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So far, so good! It has been a enlivening seven months here.The real work
though begins in September. Bring it on - after the summer holidays!

We thank Librarian, Eileen McDermott for this report.

MS Readathon

Abbey Community College Library was recently presented with a special
library award from the organizers of the MS Readathon. As well as recei-
ving a certificate, the library also received 1500 worth of book vouchers
from IES, the library book suppliers. Librarian, Stephen Doherty, English
teacher, Eileen Sexton, and three of the school’s students, Jacob Aupiais,
Danielle Barney and Nicole O'Toole who took part in the Readathon, all
attended a special awards ceremony in Dundrum Town Centre on Wednes-
day 4th March where they were presented with their prize.

Abbey Community College has been consistently involved in this project
since its inception thanks to the dedicated work of the English teachers
and the pupils of the school who continue to support this worthy cause
each year through their reading.

Library activites 24/40
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‘Larkin One World Week’ 27th April -May Ist

During the week a number of events and activities were held to promote
intercultural awareness within the school. Fairtrade DVDs were shown to
a number of classes in the library and students who completed the works-
heets received Fairtrade goodie bags as prizes. Each day at lunchtime
World Music was played in the assembly hall and artwork and projects on
various countries were displayed around the school. Parents of some of
the International Students came in to demonstrate their cooking skills and
some students gave demonstrations of traditional cooking to their class-
mates. New photos of each day’s activities were added to a slideshow in
the main hall. These events encouraged learning about other cultures and
were an enjoyable learning experience for students, parents and staff.

Students from 22 different countries participated in this event. The
Language Resource teacher and the Home Economic teachers worked with
International Students to prepare dishes from their countries for “A Taste of
the World”in Larkin. In the library and English class JCSP students did pro-
jects on counties around the world and International Students researched
and printed recipes for an International cookbook (now on display in the
library). An Irish teacher and her class published a collection of Irish recipes.

On the last day of One World Week we decorated the resource room with
students’ projects and flags and students were brought down by class
where they had the opportunity to taste food from all over the world.
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Many of the parents of the International Students had prepared food and
sent it in with their child or brought it in on the day. At lunchtime we had
the room open to all students and staff and had a huge amount of visitors.
The event was a huge success and students were quite adventurous and
willing to try new tastes and learn about other cultures.

World Book Day

On World Book Day author Peter Sheridan visited all of our 1st year
classes who were gathered in the assembly hall. They listened eagerly to
him reading from his autobiography ‘47 Roses’and enjoyed hearing stories
from his writing life.

At the end of the session, pupils, teachers and Mr. Sheridan took part in
‘Drop Everything And Read’ and all pupils received a World Book Day
book and book token.Students were especially interested in Mr.Sheridan’s
stories about football and growing up in inner city Dublin and they were
touched by a piece he read from his autobiography. Since his visit there’s
been a huge demand for his books even by those who are not regular
visitors to the library outside of class time.
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Paired Reading

Pupils from Marlborough Primary School visited the Library on World Book
Day for paired reading with 2nd year pupils.

Students in the Assembly Hall with Peter Sheridan

In-Service |

Make A Book | News | Contacts

Author Visit to the Library

Mary Arrigan visited the school library for two hours on Thursday April
2nd. Her visit was partially funded by Poetry Ireland. All first year students
attended the sessions.Mary’s introduction of her illustration work was very
popular. They were in awe that Mary had drawn the pictures herselfand
enjoyed seeing how the initial sketches - resembling pencil drawings that
the children do themselves — had progressed to finished publication.

Students who had read Mary’s books asked questions about them and
were very enthusiastic and interested in borrowing the new books. These
students benefited a lot from the session, however Mary’s other segments
- story creation and illustrations were unique and captured the attention
of all students in the room.

The Minister for Education and Science, Batt O'Keeffe TD, launched the
Simon ‘Close to Home’ DVD and Resource Pack for Secondary Schools in
Larkin Library on May 27th.

Thanks to Jenny Mangan, Librarian for these reports

Writer-in-Residence - Siobhan Parkinson at Presentation
Secondary School Warrenmount: 20 January — | April 2009

| was delighted when Siobhan Parkinson accepted our request to come to
the Presentation Secondary School, Warrenmount, Dublin 8 as Writer-in-
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Residence and sponsored by Poetry Ireland. Our school has disadvantaged
status and Siobhan came to the school every Tuesday morning from 9.15 -
11.15 to work with 16 Second Year girls who are following the Junior Certifi-
cate Schools Programme. The aim was to invent a story and write a book.

During the introductory stage, we looked at a story which had been
written by JCSP boys from Kylemore College under Siobhan’s direction.
She asked the girls to get into groups of about 4-5 students and think up
a character - what age they were, their likes and dislikes, their personality
and what they wanted. Three characters evolved and were given names:

Maggie May, Jenny and Sienna (discussion over the spelling of the names!).

This was a very active session and involved differing opinions. The girls
then drew a sketch as to how they imagined the characters. This session
took place in the art room. (At this stage we thought we might create
more illustrations later in the sessions, but this did not happen as the girls
decided it could make a good play).

It took about 4 sessions to write the story which we did in the school
library. The girls discusses their ideas — Siobhan seemed to know what the
right questions were to make a good story — and they dictated the text
while Siobhan wrote it on the computer, so it came up on the big screen.
They then decided on the title of the story: “The Birthday Surprise”

The last two sessions involved the drama teacher, Seamus Quinn. The
story was adapted from a novella-type document of 6 chapters to a
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drama with 6 scenes. The highlight of the sessions took place on 1st April
when the students acted out the drama for two different first year groups
of students — one mainstream class and a JCSP class. We were very pleased
that Jane O'Hanlon from Poetry Ireland and Kathleen Moran, Senior
Librarian were able to attend. The principal and vice-principal and a few of
the teachers were also present.

The students really enjoyed the experience. The story tells of a new girl
(Sienna) joining a class of girls. One of the girls is quite mean (Jenny)
and she celebrates her birthday. Her friend who is really nice (Maggie
May) invites Sienna to Jenny’s party at the house where there is a private
swimming pool. Sienna can’t swim and nearly drowns, but is saved by
Maggie May and they end up in hospital. As they try to contact their
parents (Sienna lives with her Dad, and Maggie May lives with her Mam),
they discover they are twin sisters! Every student participated in the
classroom scene and also the swimming pool scene which was dramatized

by whirling umbrellas and bubble-blowing!

It was a very valuable experience for the class. There were 7 acting parts
but every student was able to participate fully in both the creation of the

story and the dramatization. We are all very grateful to Siobhan Parkinson |

for her creativity and enthusiasm regarding these workshops. A big thank-
you to Siobhan!

Thanks to Diane Orr, School Librarian for this report

- ! U
B 3

Parkinson at Presentation

Secondary School Warrenmount:

20 January - 1 April 2009

Siobhan receiving flowers
from the students after their
time with her during the Writer
in Residence Initiative
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March Co-ordinator’s Meetings:

Librarians and Co-ordinators at the meeting in Drumcondra Education
Centre on Monday March 9th

This round of co-ordinators’ meeting was very well attended, with four
meetings taking place over a week long period in Sligo Education on Tues-
day March 3rd , the Curriculum Development Unit on Thursday 5th March,
Cork Education Support Centre on Friday 6th March and Drumcondra
Education Centre on Monday March 9th 2009.

Current updates and developments in the Programme were identified,
described and discussed. The presentation on research undertaken in
Idiana, which identified seven important principles that support the
retention of students in school, was very well received. These seven
principles are: Readi-ness, Rigour, Relevance, Relationships, Redesign,
Retooling and Resources.

The work of the TPN was presented and a report provided on their inaugu-
ral meeting in Tallaght Education Centre on Saturday February 7th 2009.

In CDU, teachers and librarians heard the great work carried out in Moyle
Park College, Clondalkin where the JCSP Co-ordinator set-up a Library with
money from the Dormant Accounts. We were all very impressed to see the
amount of work that Shay Quinn and his team managed over a very short
period of time in furnishing the Library, setting up a cataloging system,
purchasing books and placing them on the shelves.

April 2nd Curriculum Development Unit
On April 2nd a huge number of JCSP Co-ordinators and JCSP Librarians
gathered in CDU for a very different Co-ordinators Meeting. Dr. Peter

Archer, Director of the Education Research Centre, and Senior Inspectors
Linda O'Toole and Richard Coughlan addressed those assembled on the

e :
o ©

issue of educational disadvantage.
wm

."'_'ﬂ
Co-ordinators, Librarians and JCSP Support Team Members busy
working away in Drumcondra Education Centre

JCSP Co-ordinators and
Librarians at the Meeting in CDU
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There were numerous presentations from JCSP Co-ordinators regarding

the wonderful work going on in schools in relation to the JCSP Initiatives.

During coffee break there were several discussion points with posters and
attended by JCSP Co-ordinators to provide further information or answer
any questions.

Information was provided on books put together with the aid of
Comic Life, Writers in Residence, Bodhran Initiative, The Make a Book
on Wicklow Gaol that became a published book in Abbey Community
College, Literacy and Numeracy Programmes being run in two Libraries
in conjunction with the JCSP team in the schools, Terence Mac Swiney
College and Killinarden Community School, The Numeracy Project in
Killarney Community College to mention but a few.

Senior Inspector Richard Coughlan addressing
the audience in CDU

JCSP Librarians and Co-ordinators presented on the various activities that i'n
were on-going in their schools in relation to literacy development and ]

explained how the various initiatives impacted on students attendance
and retention in their schools.

We are very grateful to all who presented on the day.

Classroom Strategies for Supporting Numeracy Development
These two evening in-services took place in Cork Education Support
Centre onThursday 5th February 2009 and Tralee Support Centre on
Monday 9th March 2009.

These identified and described a range of strategies and approaches
that can be employed to enhance problem solving in mathematics and

numeracy.

Please click here to see this year’s in-service Calendar from
September to December.
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Comic Life - Waterford Education Centre
March 2nd 2009

Tutor Willie McTiernan, guided the
participants through the process of
creating and producing a comic type booklet

using digital photography.This has proven to
be a very popular in-service amongst JCSP
teachers.This year’s Make a Book Exhibition had a number of entries which
demonstrated the wide variety of applications Comic Life can have right
across the curriculum.

TUE MO Dety AFTER
THE DMEED. ...

e

HEY FHBLS,
CERE INE
- OMETHING T

O
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JCSP Administration
Laura Davis

01-4020425
laura.davis@cdu.cdvec.ie

Tommy Doonan
01-453 5487
tommy.doonan@cdu.cdvec.ie

JCSP Researcher
Dr.Deborah Keogh

01-453 5487
deborah.keogh@cdu.cdvec.ie

JCSP Research Assistant
Dorota Ruszczak

01-453 5487
dorota.ruszczak@cdu.cdvec.ie
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The Junior Certificate School Programme Support Service is funded by the
Teacher Education Section, Department of Education and Science and the
European Social Fund.

The Junior Certificate School Programme is a National Programme
sponsored by the Department of Education and Science and the National
Council for Curriculum and Assessment.






